Attitudes of Asian and American graduate nursing students towards death and dying.
This study compared the difference in attitudes towards death and dying between 17 Asian and 11 American graduate nursing students. Asian and American students did not significantly differ in attitudes related to fear of death, of self, or others, but Asian students were significantly more afraid than American students of their own process of dying. Asian students were more averse than American students to interacting and discussing death with dying patients. Talking about death with dying patients was the most difficult aspect of care for both groups. However, Asian students gained more personal satisfaction than American students in caring for dying patients. The findings provoke discussion regarding differences in nursing practice by Asian and American graduate nursing students.